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SMART I FROM PAGE 3
They enjoyed the Mzda so

much that, while stillin Spain,
they plunked down g99 vii
the Internet to get in the
queue for the Smart Car.

"We didnt even know the
import date," Roger said.

Earlier this year, they got a
note from the dealer, Wilde
lagutr ir Sarasota, asking
them to configure thet car,
which they did after checking
out the various options md
giving it a test drive-

"lt was really fun to drive,"
Kathy said. "Just like a sports
caL"

Roger said, "Then, last
Thursday, we got a call from
the dealer, who said, 'Your car
is in. Would you like to come
up and get it?'We went up
Sunday, and I gave up mv
beloved 1995 Caprice Classic.
I lost wcight and didnt need
the big caf anynlore so I just
decided to trade it in."

,\lthough the Strubes
havent er.en put gas in their
Smart Car yet, they've found .

it a great vehicle to drive
around town and an even
better one to park.

"Wele having fun with it,
Kathy said. "It'.s great to tool
around tom in."

And at I feet 2 1/2 inches
long, it s only half the lengrh
ofa normal-sized car, making
all that wheel turning md
toing and froing to get into a
ptrallel ptrking space a thing
oI the past.

It's also less than 5 feet
wide, meaning that three
Smart Cus can drive, or back,
straight into the curb ofa
stmdard paallel parking
space.

So far, Kathy has identified
just one drawback to the
Smilt Car

She said, "Everyplace you
stop, people come up and ask
you all kinds of questions. You
do have to allorv extra time to
run enands, and dont buy
anyfrozen food when you go
to the grocery store."

E mail Gudon Bowet at
p gh e nl d@s u n:h e nl d. co n


